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UNTOUCHED is a photographic and multimedia artwork that identifies common strands
of experience in China's capital Beijing and a rural community in Ireland.
Ê
*9

yo

RZ#¯$F\v½G:Îg

`,;5ER

The artist, Varvara Shavrova, brings an unusual perspective to this seemingly
paradoxical quest. Russian-born, she now divides her time between her two homes, one
in a rural area of Ireland's west coast, the other in a traditional 'hutong' in Beijing. Using
both visual and audiovisual frameworks, she juxtaposes and compares the lives of these
two local communities, and highlights the fascinating similarities in what determines how
lives are led in two very different cultural and social environments.
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The project focuses on the physical and social changes that Beijing and its population
are experiencing in preparation for the coming Olympic Games. This exhibition will touch
a chord for many Chinese people, and for those living in Beijing in particular.
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It is rare for any artist to have the opportunity to carry out a project of this nature in such
depth and breadth in China. Shavrova started working on the project when she first
came to China nearly 3 years ago. Since then she has had opportunity to study the lives
of the Beijing hutongs, and compare them to her experience of living in rural Ireland.
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The project is presented as large-scale photographic installation, where the stark black
and white images of old hutong neighborhoods are set against photographs of
abandoned cottages in rural County Mayo in Ireland.
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In UNTOUCHED project Shavrova juxtaposes the small farming community of
Ballycastle with one particular Beijing neighborhood that is currently undergoing major
redevelopment. Thus she indirectly reflects on the nature of Ireland's "Celtic Tiger"
phenomenon, and the dramatic expansion of the worlds fastest growing economy.
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These changes seem to affect the socio-economic structures of China and Ireland in a
very similar manner, and there are fascinating comparisons to be drawn between the
ways in which drastic economic changes have had an impact on the lives of ordinary
people around the world today. The viewer is thus invited to make a connection between
the two seemingly very different cultures and experiences, in order to understand and
sympathize with the scale of changes on a human rather than a political level.
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Installed as a spatial interference in the double height space of the new Beijing Imperial
City Art Museum, the exhibition combines digital and slide spatial projections, with
imagery constantly flicking in and out of focus, and the sounds of the video pieces filling
the space. UNTOUCHED becomes a kind of an obstacle course that the viewer has to
negotiate, in order to share the artist's experiences.
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Although Shavrovas photographs are devoid of peoples presence, the absence of their
presence becomes poignant through the scribbling on a semi-demolished wall of an old
house in Beijing, or an abandoned bible sitting on an old fire place in a derelict farmers
cottage in Ballycastle.
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In contrast to the still photography, Shavrovas video work concentrates on the people
and their stories. Shot in a documentary style, the video conjures up a compelling story
of personal experiences and creates vivid portraits of local neighborhoods and its people,
both on the brink of extinction.
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Ireland's ambassador to China, Declan Kelleher, said in a foreword to the project that it
revealed "intriguing similarities". "I am greatly impressed with the depth and
innovativeness of Varvara's Untouched project, which is the culmination of over two
years of painstaking work," he said.
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After Beijing it is planned that UNTOUCHED will tour other cities in China, and then
travel to a venue in Ireland, providing a unique opportunity for Irish people to draw
interesting comparisons between their culture and that of far away China.
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VARVARA SHAVROVA
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Varvara Shavrova was born in Moscow, Russia. She moved to London in 1989 to pursue
her career as an artist. She lived and worked in London's East End for over 15 years,
with intensive periods of work also spent in Ireland. In 2005 she moved to Beijing, China,
where now lives and works with her Irish engineer husband and their two young sons.
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www.varvarashavrova.com
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Irish Cultural Festival Beijing 2008:
Visual Arts Programme
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Through the Lens: New Media Art from Ireland
Varvara Shavrova: Untouched
Malcolm McClay: The Lost Year
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Exhibition March 16 - March 30 2008
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Hours: 10:00am-5:30pm, closed on Mondays
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Official opening by His Excellency Mr Declan Kelleher, Ambassador of Ireland to the
Peoples Republic of China on Sunday March 16th at 5.00pm at BAMOIC [Beijing Art
Museum of Imperial City].
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Shi Li-Sanderson (Beijing)
Varvara Shavrova: UNTOUCHED - a fully illustrated 170-page catalogue is published on
occasion of this exhibition, Beijing. Foreword by His Excellency Mr Declan Kelleher,
Ambassador of Ireland to the Peoples Republic of China. Introduction by Dr Xun Zhou,
Research Fellow at SOAS, University of London, Research Assistant Professor at University
of Hong Kong, Research Associate at The Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine
at UCL, University of London. Essay by Dr. Katie Hill, Senior Lecturer, Contemporary Chinese
Art, University of Westminster, London.
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Further information:

Zhao Yang
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Beijing Art Museum of Imperial City
--------------------------------------Tel/Fax0086-10-65233828
bjssjl@sina.com
www.bamoic.info

