‘MARRIAGE PROPOSAL’ interactive art project by VARVARA SHAVROVA as part of
Intrude366 at Zengdai MOMA

Propose Marriage Today!
Only on February 29" once every four years!

This is your chance to come into our Wedding Party Room, try on a wedding dress, have make up
done, and have a photograph taken! Then leave a Marriage Proposal Message on our curtain
message board!
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Leap Year Tradition EEE4

Leap Year has been the traditional time that women can propose marriage. In many of today's
cultures, it is okay for a woman to propose marriage to a man. Society doesn't look down on such
women. However, that hasn't always been the case. When the rules of courtship were stricter,
women were only allowed to pop the question on one day every four years. That day was
February 29th.
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St. Bridget's Complaint &2 A5 B &4

It is believed this tradition was started in 5th century Ireland when St. Bridget complained to St.
Patrick about women having to wait for so long for a man to propose. According to legend, St.
Patrick said the yearning females could propose on this one day in February during the leap year.
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February 29th in English Law JEEZEEFH 2 A 29 H

According to English law, February 29th was ignored and had no legal status. Folks assumed that
traditions would also have no status on that day. It was also reasoned that since the leap year day
existed to fix a problem in the calendar, it could also be used to fix an old and unjust custom that
only let men propose marriage.

The first documentation of this practice dates back to 1288, when Scotland passed a law that
allowed women to propose marriage to the man of their choice in that year. They also made it law
that any man who declined a proposal in a leap year must pay a fine. The fine could range from a
kiss to payment for a silk dress or a pair of gloves.
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Sadie Hawkins Day i « £&#1

In the United States , some people have referred to this date as Sadie Hawkins Day with women
being given the right to run after unmarried men to propose.

Sadie Hawkins was a female character in the Al Capp cartoon strip Li'l Abner. Many communities
prefer to celebrate Sadie Hawkins Day in November which is when Al Capp first mentioned Sadie
Hawkins Day.
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Greek Superstition #E¥E

There is a Greek superstition that claims couples have bad luck if they marry during a leap year.
Apparently one in five engaged couples in Greece will avoid planning their wedding during a leap
year.
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In China women from Naxi minority to this day continue the tradition of matriarchy. Women's rule
the households, look after the land, bring up children- and occasionally invite the men to take part
in family life. But only as visitors!

NaxiMesu minority women go as far as proposing marriage to their men!

fEE, PR BRI E B RSB R. LE))— K2 E, 8 T, RS F—ER
WY kS H AN A, SR AU %!
VU ORAF 2 207 17 551 SRS IR S 4 !

Naxi Nationality £} 75 ji4

Lijiang is the base of the Naxi (also spelled Nakhi and Nahi) minority, who number about 278,000
in Sichuan and Yunnan. The Naxi are descended from Tibetan nomads and lived until recently in
matriarchal families, though local rulers were always male.
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Women seem to run the show, certainly in the old part of Lijiang. The-Naxi matriarchs maintained
their hold over the men with flexible arrangements for love affairs. Both partners would continue to
live in their respective homes; the boyfriend would spend the night at his girlfriend house but return
to live and work at his mother's house during the day.
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Any children born to the couple belonged to the woman, who was responsible for bringing them up.
The father provided support, but once the relationship was over so was the support. Women
inherited all property, and disputes were adjudicated by female elders.
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